LICENSING REGULATORY
COMMITTEE
1.00 P.M. 30TH AUGUST 2018

PRESENT:- Councillors  Colin Hartley  (Chairman), lan Clift, ~ Tim Hamilton-Cox,
Joan Jackson, Terrie Metcalfe, Jean Parr (Substitute for Janice Hanson) and
Robert Redfern

Apologies for Absence

Councillors Mel Guilding and Janice Hanson

Officers in attendance:-

Jennifer Curtis Principal Licensing Officer

Luke Gorst Solicitor

Tessa Mott Democratic Support Officer
1 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

The Chairman requested nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman of the Licensing
Regulatory Committee for the Municipal Year 2018/19.

It was proposed by Councillor Robert Redfern and seconded by Councillor lan Clift that
Councillor Terrie Metcalfe be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Licensing Regulatory
Committee for the Municipal Year 2018/19. There being no further nominations, the
Chairman declared the proposal to be carried.

Resolved:

That Councillor Terrie Metcalfe be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Licensing Regulatory
Committee for the Municipal Year 2018/19.

2 MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 22" March 2018 were signed by the Chairman as a
correct record.

3 ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS AUTHORISED BY THE CHAIRMAN
There were no items of urgent business authorised by the Chairman.
4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
5 SUITABILITY OF PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS IN TAXIS
The Committee received a report of the Principal Licensing Officer to consider and

determine whether to amend the current licence condition in relation to the type of fire
extinguisher required to be carried in Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles.
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The Principal Licensing Officer presented the report and explained that at a previous
meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Committee on 31%' August 2017 it was resolved that a
sub-committee be set up comprising of members, officers and members of the trade. The
Principal Licensing Officer explained that the sub-committee known as the ‘Taxi Working
Group’ had now been set up and when the group met on 29" June 2018, they discussed
the types of fire extinguishers that may be used in licensed vehicles and the pros and
cons of each type.

It was reported that although there was a requirement within the Council’s Rules,
Regulations and Procedures, for Hackney Carriage & Private Hire Licensing for members
of the trade, to provide a suitable and efficient fire extinguisher (which must be readily
available for use) there was not however any specification about the type of fire
extinguisher that was required or any further obligations.

It was also reported that during previous vehicle compliance checks, officers working for
VOSA had expressed concerns about the use of dry powder fire extinguishers in confined
spaces. Alternative advice from Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service, explained the pros
and cons of both dry powder extinguishers and foam extinguishers. It was concluded that
there was insufficient guidance regarding both options.

Members asked several questions of the Principal Licensing Officer present regarding the
report which included:

e Potential for members of the trade to be ‘breaching their licence’ if the dry powder
extinguisher requirement was implemented immediately;

Consultation of experts showing no clear preference for either type of extinguisher;
Training for fire extinguisher use;

Location of fire extinguisher in vehicles;

Emphasis that all extinguishers should be in date.

It was proposed by Councillor Terrie Metcalfe and seconded by Councillor Joan Jackson:

“That with regard to the requirement for a fire extinguisher, the conditions of vehicle
license for all Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles remain unchanged and
therefore, all Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles must have a working and
reliable fire extinguisher in the vehicle and crucially it must be in date.”

Upon being put to the vote, Members voted unanimously in favour of the proposition,
whereupon the Chairman declared the proposal to be carried.

Resolved:

(2) That with regard to the requirement for a fire extinguisher, the conditions of vehicle
license for all Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles remain unchanged and
therefore, all Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles must have a working and
reliable fire extinguisher in the vehicle and crucially it must be in date.
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REPORT ON THE VEHICLE CHECKS CARRIED OUT ON LICENSED HACKNEY
CARRIAGE & PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES - 2ND AND 3RD AUGUST 2018

The Committee received a report of the Principal Licensing Officer to inform the
Committee of the outcome from the recent unannounced checks carried out jointly with
Licensing Enforcement Officers, Lancashire Police, HMRC and VOSA on Licensed
Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles operating in Lancaster. As well as to
consider amending vehicle licence conditions to include the specification of the first aid kit
required to be carried in licensed vehicles operating in Lancaster.

The Principal Licensing Officer presented the report and explained the process and
purpose of the unannounced checks which were carried out on 2" and 3 August 2018. A
summary of the inspection results was outlined as follows:

160 individual vehicle inspections were carried out;

52 Hackney Carriages and 108 Private Hire Vehicles were checked,
Licensing staff issued 86 defect notices & 8 suspension notices;
VOSA issued a handful of prohibition notices;

HMRC found no contraventions.

It was further stated that all the vehicles that were not checked were due to be followed up
and were now subject to an inspection in the coming weeks. It was explained that
unannounced checks had great benefit as they enabled more reflective realistic results.

Members asked several questions of the Principal Licensing Officer present and topics
included:

o Provision for first aid training for members of the trade;

e Approval of unannounced checks and potential plans for more in future;

e Methods of inspecting the vehicles that were not checked recently and how to
reach out to those members of the trade;

o Clarification on ‘heavy duty shears’ in the first aid kit specification;
MOT costs and requirements for members of the trade.

Members had a discussion regarding the current MOT arrangements for members of the
trade and it was felt that the matter needed to be addressed and investigated. With the
Committee’s unanimous agreement, the Chairman requested that the Principal Licensing
Officer investigate the current MOT arrangements for members of the trade and report the
findings to the Taxi Working Group to discuss.

With regard to the recommendations as set out in the report it was proposed by Councillor
Joan Jackson and seconded by Councillor Tim Hamilton-Cox,

“That the recommendations as set out in the report be approved and that there should be
an acceptable standard for a first aid kit which should include the specification as set out
in the report.”

Upon being put to the vote, Members voted unanimously in favour of the proposition,
whereupon the Chairman declared the proposal to be carried.
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Resolved:

(2) That the Principal Licensing Officer investigate the current MOT arrangements for
members of the trade and report the findings to the Taxi Working Group to
discuss.

2) That the report be noted.

(3) That the vehicle licence conditions be amended to include the specification of the
first aid kit required as set out in the report.

Chairman

(The meeting ended at 1.33 p.m.)

Any queries regarding these Minutes, please contact
Jane Glenton, Democratic Services - telephone (01524) 582068, or email
jglenton@lancaster.gov.uk



